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RADIO MULBA INTERVIEW - MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Statement 
HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [4.08 pm]:  I firstly indicate that I wish the minister had withheld 
his address.  Following the Leader of the Opposition’s questions in question time today, I had sent to me a full 
verbal copy on disk of the media interview on Radio Mulba of 28 June.  Several people have rung me concerned 
about the content of that interview.  My remarks today will concentrate on the comments made by the minister.  
From available material that I have looked at of the interview on Radio Mulba on 28 June this year, it is apparent 
that the minister has decided - this is certainly the view of some of my constituents - to get stuck into the council, 
both as the Minister for Local Government and as a ratepayer.  In some respects, it may be said that the minister 
has a conflict of interest and he might be privy to information that is not normally available to ratepayers.  In that 
interview, the minister implied that council staff had misled the council.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  I did not say that.  
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I listened to the interview, and my constituent brought it up.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  I did not say that.   
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  The minister implied that the council staff had misled the council.  In fact, according to 
the transcript of the interview, the minister said -  

I hope that we’re not in a position where your staff are in any way misleading you.    
Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Order! Let Hon John Fischer state his case.  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I think the implication was there, but further to that, it was also implied that the minister 
accused the council of irresponsible behaviour and bad management.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  Where did I do that?  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  The minister should not worry about where.  He should let Hon John Fischer state 
his case.  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  As we get into it, I can certainly back this up.  He accused the council of bad 
management and suggested that it does not know how to plan.  The obvious question here is of great concern to 
many of the constituents who talked to me about it.  If the council is so bad, why does the Minister for Local 
Government and Regional Development not sack the council?  If it is not bad enough to sack, are the minister’s 
comments directed at achieving a self-fulfilling prophecy, through talking up a form of rebellion within the Port 
Hedland community?  The minister should not be out there bad-mouthing the council.  He should be doing 
everything possible to make sure that the council has every opportunity to get its act together.  In that context, he 
should not be running the council down publicly.  However, given his comments, one may well deduce, as many 
people have, that he has another agenda to run.  I am not sure whether some of the statements the minister made 
are leading to sacking the council, because, to me - surprise, surprise - what he was saying does not make sense.  
I quote from the transcript of the interview - 

I agree with many people in the community that would just simply say that it’s time that the Town of 
Port Hedland got down to the serious business to working in solid partnerships.  There are some people 
on Council that are capable of that, but I think we’ve got to find more of them.  Otherwise, we’ve got an 
easy choice and the easy choice is if you’re not serious about delivering for the community then there’s 
some obvious choices available to them.  

The minister did not go on to stipulate what those choices were.  
Hon Norman Moore:  He knew what they were.  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I am sure he did.  One may also take the minister to task over the comments about the 
upgrade to the council chambers and the fact that it occurred five years ago.  According to the transcript, the 
minister said - 

I think the Council spent something like a million dollars upgrading the Council Chamber and facilities 
there; that is an extraordinary achievement to think that a Council can do that for its staff and its 
Council facilities and there’re very impressive facilities that you’ve got there indeed in Port Hedland, 
and I guess there’ll be some people in the community who’ll be very pleased by that, particularly if 
you’re lucky enough to be a Councillor or a staff member.   
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The implication of that is incorrect, because it occurred five years ago.  The minister also talks about improving 
the aged accommodation, and suggests that the council had to apply to the Department of Housing and Works 
for funding.  It seems remiss of him to say this, when the council had applied and had been rejected.  One may 
also be intrigued by the minister’s comments about coming up with some funds in the next month or so.  The 
transcript reads - 

We reckon that we can come up with some funds on the table in the next month or so that will deliver 
partnerships that will work for this community.  But it won’t be through supporting any irresponsible 
Council behaviour. 

Quite frankly, given that the 2004-05 budget was delivered on 6 May 2004, and the interview took place on 28 
May 2004, I thought the minister would have known exactly what funds were on the table for the Town of Port 
Hedland.  I find it incredible that someone who is generally quite up-front in coming forward seems to be unable 
to give an answer about what funds are available.  There also seems to be something fishy when one considers 
the adverse remarks made about the council’s previous applications for various funding and the fact that the 
council had not made application for the funds that the minister was talking about.  In my view there are issues 
right throughout this speech that downgrade the council.  The minister may be playing with words, but he is 
certainly implying in one section of this speech that the council should be responsible for schools and hospitals, 
when that is not its role. 
Hon Paddy Embry:  They did not want hospital boards to start with. 
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  That is right.  The minister talks about getting the South Hedland pool up to scratch and 
he has said he will use whatever means he can to achieve that goal.  In my opinion the minister is saying that if 
he cannot wrangle all the money for the pool upgrade from the community sporting and recreation facilities 
fund, he will get it from the regional investment fund.  I strongly oppose that, because it sets up a duplicate 
source of funds.  If he proceeds down that path, one would need to ask about the other applications that have 
been rejected by the CSRFF and whether they will be funded as well or whether it is just the Port Hedland pool. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Whose side are you on?  Are you on the side of the people of Port Hedland or not? 
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I am definitely on the side of the people of Port Hedland.  I wonder whether the whole 
lot will be funded or just the Port Hedland pool because it will be in the minister’s proposed new electorate.  The 
general tone of that radio interview was of serious concern to many people in Port Hedland.  They were 
extremely upset about the accusations of impropriety within the council - there is no doubt that those accusations 
were made, yet no action has been taken.  One wonders about the background to this and the reasons for some of 
those comments, when there has been no action and no naming of names.  I was not aware that the Mayor of the 
Town of Port Hedland had just resigned.  In fact, I was extremely upset to hear that, because I also happen to 
think he is a very capable person and was doing a good job. 
 


